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 As promised, an additional AAHU Legislative
Update

March 2020

54th Legislature Adjourns Until April 13th After
Passing Skinny Budget

Monday March 23, 2020, the 54th Arizona Legislature,
2nd Regular Session motioned to adjourn until Monday,
April 13th or until such time as the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House determine that it
is safe to reconvene. 

Earlier that afternoon, the Arizona House of
Representatives passed the "skinny budget" bills that
were approved last week by the Senate. The $11.8
billion bipartisan spending package is essentially
identical to last year's fiscal-year 2019-20 budget,
adjusted for inflation and with some additional spending
on certain policy changes passed early in the session,
including legislation that set aside $8 million to help
children without insurance access behavioral health care.

Additionally, the Legislature authorized a $50 million
crisis fund to manage the coronavirus. Under the
legislation, Governor Ducey may use the $50 million for
rental and foreclosure assistance, homeless services and
shelters, small business and nonprofit assistance and
food banks. However, the money is only available while a
public health emergency is in effect.

Legislative leadership is hopeful that they will be able to
return to the Capitol at some point soon; however, when
and what exactly they do once they return remains up in
the air and will depend on how things are progressing
with the virus. We have heard that many members
would like to continue moving bills forward, if possible,
once they return. At this point, we will just have to wait
and see.

https://www.azblue.com/brokersandconsultants
https://www.ambetterhealth.com/
https://www.banneraetna.com/


3/24/2020 AAHU Updated Legislative Newsletter- March 2020

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=da9fccc1-95e5-4ff3-8594-a77fd07e532d 2/4

 

 

 

SILVER- CARRIER

SPONSORS

 

GOLD-

TPA/ANCILLARY/GA

SPONSORS

 

 

   

We are continuing to stay plugged in and as information
is received, we will continue to share with you.. 

Governor Ducey Issues Executive Order Defining
"Essential" Businesses/Operations

The Governor, in his press conference this afternoon,
stated that he is not ready to issue a shelter in place
order; however, he did issue an executive order
clarifying businesses and operations deemed "essential"
by the state. The order is to be viewed as a proactive
and administrative measure to ensure consistent
guidance across the state. A link to the order can be
found below. 

The executive order outlines "essential services" to
include: 

Professional services, including insurance, legal, real
estate and accounting services;

Health care and public health operations, including
hospitals, public health entities, distributors of
personal protective equipment and biotechnology
companies;

Human services operations, including those that
provide services for the elderly, those with
developmental disabilities, foster and adoption
children and the homeless;

Infrastructure operations, including food production,
utility operators, construction and internet
providers;

Government functions, including first responders,
emergency management personnel, 911 operators,
child protection staff, welfare providers and more;

Business operations, including grocery and medicine
providers, outdoor recreation;

Organizations that provide charitable and social
services, including religious and secular non-profit
organizations and food banks;

Media organizations, including newspaper,
television, radio and other media services; 

https://www.cigna.com/individuals-families/plans-services/health-insurance-plans/plan-information/arizona#filter/state/Arizona/county/
https://www.hioscar.com/
https://www.uhc.com/
https://www.humana.com/
https://www.azfmc.com/
https://www.benefit-plans-inc.com/
https://www.basiconline.com/
https://www.blackgould.com/
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Gas stations and other transportation-related
businesses;

Financial institutions, including banks and credit
unions; 

Hardware and supply stores;

Critical trades, including plumbers, electricians,
cleaning, sanitation, HVAC and security staff;

Mail, post, shipping and logistics; 

Education institutions, including public and private
K-12 schools, universities and research entities;

Laundry services; 

Restaurants for consumption off-premises; 

Supplies distributors that enable telework and work
from home and those that supply essential
businesses; 

Transportation, including airlines, taxis, and ride-
sharing;

Home-based and care services, including for seniors
and those with developmental disabilities;

Residential facilities and shelters, including those for
children, seniors or at-risk populations;

Day care centers for employees exempted though
the order;

Manufacturers, distribution and producers of supply
chain-critical products;

Hotels and motels;

And funeral services.

Link to the Executive Order:
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2021_0.pdf

Be safe,if you have any questions,please contact one of
us.

Peter Rowe and Jennifer Farrell

https://www.deltadentalaz.com/
https://www.paragonpartners.cc/
https://rogersbenefit.com/
https://www.tasconline.com/
https://www.tdadental.com/
https://www.securecaredental.com/
https://www.benefitresource.com/
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2021_0.pdf
mailto:peter@arcwood.com
mailto:jennifer.farrell@blackgould.com


3/24/2020 AAHU Updated Legislative Newsletter- March 2020

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=da9fccc1-95e5-4ff3-8594-a77fd07e532d 4/4

 

2019-2020 AAHU Legislative Co-Chairs

::Thank you again for your membership and participation in
your professional association. 

Your AAHU Communication Chair

                       

The AAHU 2019-2020 budget has been approved and posted
to our website.  Please reach out to President Becky Kanoza
or Treasurer Star Bower if you should have any questions.

Please note:  The non-deduc�ble por�on the annual dues for 2020 will be 37% of the
State dues.  

                       

Be sure to visit us at www.azahu.org

Arizona Association of Health Underwriters | P.O. Box 775 | Tempe | AZ | 85280

https://emihealth.com/
mailto:becky.kanoza@blackgould.com
mailto:starletshmee@cox.net
http://www.azahu.org/
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Assoc_003

